Notts County v Swindon Town
Saturday 23rd September 2006, Kick off 3:00pm

o

N ad Sy
MedoC  seso P SMOOTH AHILLSIDE

CLUB SPONSOR




VIV

Medoc P

- Retail

- Ticketing

- Hospitality
& - Tours

@ - Ecommerce

-
Let Us Show You How
Medoc’s Total Solution

Can Work For You

As proua ’- s
Medoc would like to 7

Medoc Computers Ltd, Meadow House, Meadow Lane, Nottingham NG2 3HS
Tel: +44 (0) 115986 8786 Fax: +44 (0) 115986 8737 Email: info@medoc.co.uk

www.medoc.com




Directors:

Life President:

Feam Manager:

Coaches:

Physios:

Chief Lxecutive:
Club Secretary:
Finance Manager:

Commercial Sales
Execubtive:

Conlerence &
Banqueting Manager;

Stadium
VManager/Head
Groundsman:

RetailManager/
Lileline Co-ordinalor:

Media Manager:
Footbhall in the

Community Director:

Consultant Surgeon;

Clab Doctor:

Club Chaplain:

What's Insié

On the Cover

In this week's Matchday Magazine we caught up
with former Manchester United goalkeeper Kevin
Pilkington. The 32-year-old revealed how he owes a
lol 10 our lormer manager Bill Dearden, what his
clean sheet aim is for the season and why he fell
like a stranger in his own dressing room this
sSumimer.
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Stay focused -

that's the message

ol to be b

It's o1 ick home again after nine days on
the road and needless to say, I'm delighted to have
picked up four points while we've been away - plus
two clean-sheets and a place in the third round of
the Carling Cup

But although it's inevitable that evervone is talking

about our heroic exploits at Middlesbrough, I'm

thi

srmuined that

absolutelv detq s will not take

playi

their eves off the b ou 10 de

would urge |

the same

lfodav's clash witl vindon Town 1s far more

Impo than the trnip to the Kiverside - so 1s
lfuesdav's h AT inst Stockport - and 1 need
evervone to be fully focused on these two matches
As | see I, todav's clash against a very expe rienced
ind capable Swindon side will give us a good ;{uldP

as to how far we have come this season

It's interesting that since we deservedly beat
Wycombe at Meadow Lane last month, they have
won eight games on the trot and soared to the top
f the table

That suggests we are a match for the best in this

keen lor us to

Th it

division and | am really

go out this

alternoon wainst Dennis Wisoe's

ind conirn
leam

As | have mentioned before, we like to break ous

season down into groups of six matches and we

need to win two of the next three games if we are

reach the stiff target we have set for ourselves.

rhat will take some doing against Swindon
Stockport, and away to in-form Torquay, but the
players couldn't be in a better frame of mind as
they face up to the challenge

We decided at the start of the season that we wo
idopt a ‘'squad approach’ lo the Carling Cup, usi
mixture ol experience and youlh and giving the

fringe players the chance to show what they can

And the players deserve enormous credit for goi
lo Cryslal Palace and Middlesbrough and not just
causing upsels bul winning the games on meril

You could say that Dan Marlin came ol age al
Crystal Palace when he capped a fine perforn
with the winning goal and he has since gone

idfield

establishing himself in
Al Middlesbrough, the likes of Stepher

way towards OUr m

Hunt, Gat

Silk and Saul Deeney showed that they have r
potential and T suspect that you might have |
h,q‘i.\,’-:['.n_u.._: wav to hind the last occasion that Nott
County had such strong competition for pla

It would be wrong of me to start singling out plays

because it was a fantastic team effor

Wednesday and I'm bracing

oflice

db d "‘H'\!'JIIF"E:~ e

myvself for another round of visitors to my

.

over the next few days

. F. Motow
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Market Garage, Cattle Market, Nottingham NG2 3GY




“It's absolutelh
essential that we don’t
get carried away by the
events of one game,
concentrate on doing
what we know to be
right and do not allow
our standards to slip for
one second.”

There are bound to be some lads who are feeling
hard done-by because they are not in todav's
starting line-up and that's understandable because
anvone who played al Middlesbrough can build a
strong case lor selection

But | just hope they can all see the big picture and
recognise that every single one ol them will have a
key role to play in helping us achieve our ambitions
this season

While I'm on the subject, I'd like to extend that a little
and also pay tribute 1o John Gannon for the part he
has played in our encouraging starl lo the campaign.
He is an excellent coach, hard-working and
thorough in everything he does, and he's very good
with the plavers

| already knew thal from our time at Sheffield
United and .'alllu';ugh we hadn't worked together for
a while, it took all of three minutes when we were
re-united in the summer to realise that I had made
a sound choice.

Everything is looking good but without wishing 1o
be negative, vou have 1o be constantly aware in this

game that a nasly banana-skin is not far oll

3

It's absolulely essential that we don’l get carried
ite on
doing what we know to be right and do not allow
our standards to shp lor one second

way by the events of one game, concentr:
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Operation kick-start

Since the success of
Lifeline’s 20th
anniversary celehra-
tions at our last home
game, 4 new
committee has heen
formed to make sure
we don't lose any ol
our momentum in
taking the scheme
back to ils former
heights

And the board's firsl
step was to make sure
that 12 volunteers from
the Supporters’ Club
and the Supporlers’
I'rust will be on
turnstiles around the
ground this afternoon
to help sign up fans -
with more than 25 new
members registering in
the last two weeks

I'he anniversary
celebrations during our
fie with Accrington saw

first team players
warm-up in T'm in
Lifeline’ t-shirts, as well
as a special Lifeline
cake being cut at half-
time by number com
holder Peter Tlowarth -
and distributed to stall
and supporters during
the second half
Lifeline administrator
Lynn Lawson was
delighted by the
response from fans
stalf and players alike
to help swell numbers,
and said: “We had a
[antastic response from
overvone in the recent
appeal to boost figures
“Although people have
been signing up in
dribs and drabs over
the last week I expect
this Satlurday to see
another leap forward
'he new committee

which also includes
Lifeline director Roy
Parker, our commercial
manager Les Bradd
BBC Radio

?\_i'iilillgjicilTl s Colin
Slater and Joy Sharpe
from Hillside Medical
Supplies, will meet
every olher month to
discuss ways in which
to drive the iniliative
forward.

And Lynn added: "As
well as arranging the
Lifeline Gala nigh! in
October and getling the
scheme advertised on
lhe website, we are
lw-kiw;; at ways to t]i;][;:-:
back benelfils 1o
members, such as re-
introducing social
cvents like golf days
quiz nights and the
supporters versus

players cricket match

Pie-eved

Chester Citv o
Noits Counly o

By Steve Westhy

A trip to Chester is
always a bit of the
good, the bad and the
ugly. The positive is
certainly the pictur-
esque old aty, with its
quaint stieels and
range of timeless pub
Our tour of the local re
ales saw us end up in
a Tellord’s Warehous:
somewhere by the can
which was handy as
it's not just a decent i
but is also the closes
one (o the ground.
This is where the ba
bit kicks in because |
may be geographical
the nearest to the
stadium, but it's still
mighty long walk.

The Deva Stadium, or
whatever they're callin
it this week, is conve-
niently close if you ari
a B&() customer but is
otherwise a soulless
modem identikit ground
- miles from anywhere
I don't like sounding old
but in my day, football
grounds were part of
the community - not
separated from it - and
I'm afraid this place
lacks any character o
atmosphere. Sadly
that's just how the game
proved to be as well.
The ugly bit? I'm not
brave enough to say -
but have you ever tried
arriving home quietly
at 2am after a day on
the beer!



Striking style

Andy Parkinson ended
an eight-month goal
drought at Barnet and
having finally re-opened
his account with us, he's
conlident that it will be
the first of many this
season

The former Tranmere
and Grimsby left winger
last hit the target in
January lor the Marmners,
but he believes ow
attacking style will lead
to plenty of scoring
opportunities coming his
way.

He said: "I didn’l score

as many as | would have
liked at Grimsby because
their style of play didn't
caler lor wingers and | was
also out of action for three
months with shin splints
“But under Steve
I'hompson we play
altacking football and
use the full wadth of the
pitch and that allows me
to get forward as much
as possible.

‘1 was well overdue for
another goal and | must
admil that it was a bit of
a relief when the ball
found the net at Barnel.

Favourites return

Former Meadow Lane
favourites will be re-
united on Wednesday

when the Ex-Notls
Countly Playvers Associ-

alion lake part in their

annual golf compe-
tition, which this vear

takes place at Stanton-
on-the-Waolds GC.
Tommy Johnson will
be back to defend the
title he won last vear
and the line-up also
includes the likes ol
David Needham, Don

Andy Parkinson

[he 27-year-old Scouser,
who will celebrate his
zooth League start if he
plays this afternoon,
scored three times in 14
appearances in our black
and white stripes over
two loan spells during
the 2z003-04 campaign.
He added: "My scoring
record is around one
goal in every five games
and now that I've finally
re-discovered where the
net is, I'm looking
forward to cracking on
and improving thal ‘stal’
over the next few months”

Masson and Jon Nixon
from the highly-
successiul ‘7os leam,
lain McCulloch and lan
McParland from the
‘8os and Steve Cherry
and Dean Yates from
the "‘Wemblev Wonders”.

Behind
the Scenes

Conference and
banqueting operations
manager, Dean BEaves
is striving to make us
a winning team off the
pitch as well as on it.
Dean is in charge of
around 50 stall,
overseeing all eight of
our function suites,
and it's crucial that he
has sound lines of
communication with
his duty managers. He
said: “T work very
closely with Pat
Worthington and our
head chef Chris Millward
to make sure everything
runs smoothly. But it can
be hectic at times when
we have wedding,
anniversary and
birthday functions
taking place - often at
the same time”

Based in Bingham with
wife June and two sons,
Carl and Thomas, Dean
worked al Holme
Pierrepont, then at
various Nottingham
hotels and restaurants
for 14 vears prior to
joining us 18 months
ago. A former amateur
footballer for Burton
Joyce, Deanis a
lifelong Notts fan, so
as he says, he's in his
perfect job.



First of many?

Tcham N'Toya's first
goal in our colours in
midweek will live long
in the memory for the
22-year-old because he
already rales his sirnke
against Middlesbrough
as the most important
of his career.

And it was no small
achievement for us
either because it
secured our first
triumph over a
Premiership side since
we beal Tottenham 3-0
on home soil in 1904
I'he DR Congo-born
sharpshooters’ strike on
20 minutes of the
Carling Cup tie was his
first ever goal in an
English cup competition
and it came in only his
second start for us

Now he is relishing the
prospect ol figuring
against another top
flight team in the third
round stage - where we
have not appeared
since meeting up with
Chelsea in 20073

He said: “l was very

A certain spark

Dan Martin was in
demand alter our last
home game againsl
\corington Stanley but

still made sure he found

lime to catch up with
Viarlin Kelk from
Premier Clectrical

Services. The company
sponsored our Matchday
Magazine and Martin
presented Them with a

signed copy post malch.

pleased to get my first
goal in such circum-
stances because 1l
meant we knocked out a
feam who were techni-
cally very good and well
organiscd. Now | hope
we can gel a home Lie
against another top
team for the fans

“I think it must be the
most important goal
I've ever scored - but |
will be just as delighted
when I score my first
League goal for County!
I'he youngster, who
started out with French
team Troyes belore re-
locating to Chesterlield,
spent time with Oxford
and York on loan last
season belore joining
us in the summer

And he added: “The
goal has really boosted
my confidence. | was
feeling a bit down
because | wasn't
figuring in the firsl
team - but it's always
going to be difficult
when we have four
strikers playing well.

Lifeline winners

One of our overseas supporters, Mr Grocock
from Alicante, Spain, will be ordering that
extra bottle of sangria this week after he
scooped our top prize of £1,000.

And our assistant manager John Gannon was
on the winning leam again after he joined
Kenneth Richards from Bulwell and Robert Fell
of Davbrook in collecting a f100 sum.

H P Darwent of Gotham, I'rank Robinson of
Beslwood Park and Clive Lynch of Sutton
Coldhield all won a {50 prize, while Charles
Wilson of Stoke Bardoiph was the 50/50
winner.




We're expecting a mi
following for our visil
to Torquay's Plainmoor
Ground on Seplember
30, and the Supporters’
Club will be running
a special coach for
the occasion in
addition lo the usual
away lransporl. An
overnight stay will be
included for the trip
o the south coast
and the coach will
depart Meadow Lane
al 8am and retiun
Sunday evening. Seats
costs £20 in addition

to £23 for the hall
board hotel. To book
vour place please
visil the Supporters’
Club office at

Meadow Lane or
contact Mall al
Premiere Coaches on
0115 985 1111,

Cup-ties againsl
Premiership opposition
are always memorable
but the
experience of travelling
to the Rwverside Stadium
midweek was appreciated
more than most by one of
our second vear scholars
Pro l""t]“]n” richt back Rob
Austin wenl 1o Middles-
brough with the senior

for the pl‘ Vers

plavers lor the first ime
last Wednesday and
despite not featuring, il
was hugely benelicial
for the 17-year-old

Said coach Mike
Whitlow: “T told him on
luesday that he wouldn't
be trmmning with the other
lads on Wi
because he was off to
the Riverside and he
simply took it In his stride
“Rob has got his head
down this season and
worked really hard in

Inesday

Toasting success

We didn’t just entertain Accrington during our
last home game but also one of our lormes

voalscorers as well -

in the lorm ol Phil Stant.

I'he Bolton-born striker, who represented 12
different League clubs and scored 188 goals in
more than 400 slarls Lhroughout his career,
was on hand 1o talk o guests dining in owr
1862 Suile belore kick-off.

And the lormer Cardiff, Brighton and Lincoln
plaver also found time to present our current
team captain Alan While with a bottle of wine

after going top ol the Magpie Manager

lable

To get up to date wilth the latest listings and 1o see
il vou've knocked White off the top, please turn
lo pages 34 and 35 of todav's Malchday Magazine.
Supporters can get another glimpse ol one of
our former greats this allernoon, because
tough-tackling central defender Brian Stubbs
will be joining us lo relive some ol his Meadow

lLane davs.

training and now |
getting his reward. It
was 4 lanlastic

experience for lum to

see what the g i
like at the hw‘m st leve
In fact, Auslin has
already lealured agaimnst

Premier \_11], t-[}Inis]hn'.}'}

hecause he went on as a

substitute against Neil
Warnock's Shellield
United in pre-season

nd Whitlow added:

I'he voung lads have all

been develoj

nng fanlas-
fically well since the
summeoer and seeing one
of them slep up has
provided an incentive to
achieve the same

I've been working hard
in training to boost their
confidence and commu-
nication skills and the lads
have been taking thei
own ramng
their particula

sessions in

|

posilions. For example
\ustin take
one on one defending in
the fi and the
week before Ryvan Molloy
took one on crossing
The other scholars still
with the club are joined
by Tommy Hannigan
Bobbyv Wilson and Stel

Frost - as well as lour

we've had

IN: |I third

other footballers from
local teams

Thev feature regularly in
reserve matches and they
have already perlormed

itably this season

aeainst Wolves, lNorest

and Sheffield United.

Stant congratulates Alan White



Pie News

Albert Thresher spent
more than 70 vears
wondering what it must
be like to emerege from
the tunnel al Meadow
to the
crowd (rom the centre
circle

And now he knows

because the 8o-vear-old

Lane and wave

lifelone fan finally had
his ambition fulfilled at a
recent home game
Commeraal sales and
idministration executive
Fiona Dohertv escorted
Albert down the tunnel
as a treal to celebrate
his birthday
And he said

yvears of coming to watch

‘In all my

.2,celebrated his 80th birtfiday on our pitch

Octogenarian Magpie

Countv I've never once
slepped onto the pitch
s0 1f was a lanlasti
experience. | was jusl
surprised that | wasn't
nervous because | always
Lthought | would be

“My eldest son Dave
asked the club if it might
be possible for me to go
on the pitch and I'm
pleascd he did because
it was a greal leeling
walking in the loolsleps
of some of my all ime
heroes

When we won promotion
with Neil Warnock it was
my 6oth birthday and he
took me into the
dressing room to meet

Special
shart

Our friends from
Hickling & Squires
sponsored the game
agains! Acerington
Stanley and
managing director
Richard wells (left)
and sales direclor
Paul While received
a signed shirt from
our man of the
moment Dan Martin,
ds a souvenir to
mark the occasion.

Albert Thresher

the team. But I never
touched the pitch - so
this was jusl as special”
A season hickel holder in
the Family Stand, Alired
was an errand lad before
he joined the forces and
spenl two years in the
army in Germany aller
the war.

When he returned he
became a warehouse
packer prior to spending
20 yedrs driving hedvy
goods vehicles

Married to June lor the
last 51 years, the
Nottineham-based
supporter ranks Tommy

Richard Wedls (1), Paul
White and Dan Martin

Lawton as our grealesl
ever plaver.

Face in the Crowd

Congratulations il the arrow is pointing in
vour direction because it mmeans vou're the
winner of our I'ace in the Crowd prize from
the game against Accrington.

Just call our Commercial Department on

0115 955 7244, make arrangements 1o
identifv voursell and claim either a signed
football or two free tickets for a tuture home
League match.

Please note that tickets must be claimed
seven days belore vour selected game and
are subject to availability.




Pie News

Fair play to FIFA

| FITA have designated
this as lair Play Day and
we are dehghled to join
forces wilth other clubs
and countries right
across the world

P it's the 10th time the
day has been celebrated
and the third occasion
that it will be linked to
the United Nations Inter-
national Day of Peace
Supported by FIFA
president Sepp Blatter
the initiative has been

held over the last week
in order for children to
develop strong values.
He said: "Foolball, being
a team sporl, makes
voungslers realise how
essential discipline,
respect, team spirit and
fair play are for the
gsame and for life
“FIFA's Fair Play
campaign involves
much more than simply
promoting fair play on
the pitch during a

Today's mascot

lodav's mascot, 11-
vear-old James Rich
admils 1o having a sott
spol for our speedt
sharpshooters

\ pupil at Southwell
Vimmster, he ranks o
sununer sienmes loham
N Tova and Junios
Viendes aloneside
David Pipe as his
favourite plavers

\ keen golfer and
tennis plaver, James is

Lisette Maas and Dan Marbin

hoping 1o help us

maintain our unbeaten &

home record this
season when he leads,
us up Lthe tunnel this '
allernoon.

Livime in Caunton
James dreams ol
becoming a proles-

sional loolballer and is

already modelling
himsell on Brazilian
and Barcelona play-
miaher Ronaldmhbn

compelition. FIFA are
commilled 1o encour
aging tair play in society
too, beginning with our
future - with children
Said FA chairman Geofi
r'hompson: “Fair play is
essential to our sport
and to everyone
involved in it. We need
to cherish
values of sporting Hl)l,"i'l

and work tirelessly to

keep up the momentum.”

Martin’'s
moment

Sel-piece specialist Dan
Martin may have missed
oul on a hat-trick against
Acerington but still had a
third reason to celebrale
when he collecled the
“Man ol the Match’ awand.
Liselte Maas, sales
manager for Hari's of
Nottingham, presented
the voungster with a
voucher for lwo three-
course meals.

ind nurlure the
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Edwards 11, Martin 29, 36

Roberts (pen) 89, Mullin go

Saturday, September g, Football League 2
Attendance: 4,677

We exlended our unbeaten home record to four

games thanks to a dazzling first halt display
Centre back Mike Cdwards swept home Dan
Martin's free kick after 11 minutes (pic1), before
Martin himself came close with a thunderous
volley from an lan Ross corner (picz)

Jason Lee then blazed over belore picking oul
Junior Mendes for a golden opportunily on the
line moments later, only for Mendes to scuff his
shot (pic3)

lan Dunbavin's day in the Accrington goal then
gol worse aller Marlin's 27th minute corner flew




B "5

Hickling

Sumpter’'s Choice f'e &

3

Club photographer John Sumpter selects his favourite scored direct from a corner. Stephen Hunl has
image from the victory over Accringlon Stanley his arms raised, The Aeerington plavers can't

I1e said: “We were in the perlect spot to capture believe it and vou can see all the lans celebrating
the agony and the ecstasy aller Dan Martin had in the background”




By Geoft Davey

I'm sure thal I'm not the only one who has noticed
a massive change in lhe atmosphere at Meadow Lane
and I'm delighted to say that applies not only within
the football club but also across the wider community,
People - supporters and commercial clienls alike -
are suddenly wanting to know us again because they
can see that there really is a future for Notts County
he players and management obviously deserve
Iremendous credit for the change of mood because
like 1t or not, results always have the biggest
influence on the atmosphere.

But it is very hearlening from my point of view to
see that members ol our backroom team have
smiles on their faces when they arrive for work - in
some cases for the first time in a very long time.
When vou think of what this club has been through
in the pasl lew years - plunging into Administration
narrowly avoiding going out of business and then
coming within a few minules of losing our League
slalus - it's hardly surprising that people have
struggled lo keep their sense of humour intact

But I honesily believe we have now come through
the other side and are starting to see the benefits ol
all the hard work put in by the previous chairman
and his colleagues.

We couldn’t have achieved 12 months ago what has
been done this year because the club simply wasn't
ready. It was slill in the process of being re-built from
the absolute grass-roots but now the first shoots
have started to show and we are ready to move on
For example, when I had my regular update meeting
this week with Les Bradd, he told me thal oul there
in the marketplace, people are being extremely
receptive lo the proposals he's putting forward
They are starting to feel the buzz which is oozing
out of Meadow Lane and are prepared to at least
talk about the possibility of becoming a part of it.
I'here has alwavs been latent goodwill towards
Notts County but people - especially those in
business who have to justify their spending - need
convincing that we are worth investing in. Hopefully
we have now arrived at that point

It's all very encouraging but please don't think I'm
suggeshing that all our problems are over because
all we have done is to turn the corner

To illustrate thal poinl. let me share a couple of
statistics with you. Our income through commercial
activities last season was only 30 per cent of what
this club was making when I left in 2002 and the

“There has alwavs been latent
goodwill towards Notts
County but people - especially
those in business who have to
justify their spending - need
convincing that we are worth
investing in. Hopefully we
have now arrived at that
point.”

comparable figure for conference and banqueting tak
in the December/January period was jusl 25 por
In other words, there's still an awful lot of groun
make up, just to gel back to where we were tou
yvears ago and on the same theme, we face a
massive task to win back the missing fans

I estimate that we lost 500 hard-core supporters in thi
final three months of last season and the attendance
agains! Wycombe, Peterborough and Accrington suggest
that we still haven't dene enough to entice them back
From my experience in loothall, it only takes two or
three months of poor performances and results te
lose supporters but it can take vears to win them bach
The battle is on to win the hearis and minds of those
who ran oul of patience with us. Perhaps understandabh
they could take it no more but it's an absoclute
priority to convince them that times have changed
We are trying all we know to regenerale confidenc
and make them see that not only do we care - we
also have within our ranks the people ol the right
calibre to take this club back where it belongs
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CELEBRATING 20 YEARS
OF LIFELINE

Join Notts County Lifeline Every week

. £1,000
and you could win S1e 1 s

£30x3

Every 3 months
An extra £1000

Every year
£10, 000
plus Car
plus Holiday

ALL FOR JUST £2.00 A WEEK

How to join — Application forms are availahle from main reception or at the
lifeline desk situated in the club shop. For further information call
Lynn Lawson, Lifeline Administrator on 0115 9557200.

Support the Magpies and join Lifeline now.




The Museum of Computing
in Swindon is committed
to the preservalion and
display of working
examples of early
computers and is the
only one of its kind in
the UK
information storehouse
for historians, collectors
and the media as well as
a valuable educational
resource. Sir Clive Sinclair,
who created haome
computers and pocket
calculators at affordable
prices to bring technology to the masses, opened the
current exhibition on display. The exhibition is
called 'Calculator - from the abacus to the
microchip’ and aims to show the evalution of the
calculator

Noel Gallagher, the lead singer of legendary rock
group Oasis chose the name of the band after
visiting the Oasis Swimming Pool and Leisure
Centre in Swindon. He was working as a roadie
for the band Inspiral Carpets at the time, who
themselves held a concert at the Leisure Centre
mn 19913

The Club

Il serves as an

The Curta Mechanical Calculator

Courtesy of The Museum of Computing
www.museum-of-computing.org.uk

Isambard Kingdom Brunel, whe was probably more
responsible than anyvone for putting Swindon on the
map. was voted the second 'Greatesl Briton ol All
Time' in a BBC programme in November 2002. The
world famous engineer's impressive achievements
include building the London to Bristol Great Western
Railway. The GWR lransformed Swindon forever,
attracting people to this small market town from
hundreds of miles away, which was no mean feat in
a time when the usual form of transport was by
horse or cattle

wgdom Brunel in Havelock Square, Swindon
Picture Courtesy of www.swindonweb.com

Uncertainty surrounds the precise date Swindon
Town came into being. Some records suggest it
may have been in 1879, but it's generally accepted
that it was formed two vears later after a 2-z draw
between the Spartans of Old Swindon - an off-
shool of a crickel club - and S1. Mark’s Young Men's
Friendly Society.

In 1894 they became founder members of the
Southern League after turning professional. They
joined the Football League in 1020 but life wasn't
plain-sailing as they had to apply for re-election on
three occasions and temporarily lost their home
during World War 1T when the County Ground was
used as a POW camp.

In 1969, Swindon pulled off one of the major
shocks of all time when. inspired by two-goal Don
Rogers, they lifted the League Cup by beating
Arsenal 3-1 at Wembley while still plying their

trade in the old Third Division.

Paul Rideout was the youngest ever player lo run-
out for the Robins at 16 vears 107 days, when he
played against Hull City in 19Bo. Neil Warmnock later
bought him to Meadow Lane for £250.000, but he
left just three months later - to join Glasgow
Rangers lor twice thal amount.

Swindon won promotion twice in successive
seasons. They clinched another one in 1990 with a
Play-off victory but were then relegated for making
irregular payments. A two-division drop was
reduced to one by the FA, but it took three seasons
to hit back and claim a Premiership place.

Dennis Wise is the latest in a long line of high-
profile managers who have set up home at the
County Ground. Others on the list include Lou
Macari, Ossie Ardiles, Glenn Hoddle and Roy
Evans.
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Swindon mal(e a Wise choice

Not many teams in League 2
star midlield ol lormer internationals but the fact
that Swindon's team sheet this season could
feature Dennis Wise, Paul Ince and Gustavo Povel
shows why thev're hot favourites for promotion.

So far player-manager Wise and his assistant Poyet
haven't even needed to pull on their boots as the
team gol ofl to a flyer with six straight wins

l'hey lost their place at the top of the table this
week to Wycombe, following their 1-0 loss al home
to Peterborough. but the star quality ol the lormer
Chelsea team-mates will make them a lough
prospect for everyone in the division

I'he pair signed three-year contracts in May, shortly
after Swindon had fallen to their lowest level in the
Football League in 20 vears - and became the first
former Premiership side to be relegaled lo the
basement division

That led to the dismissal of [ans' favourite 1ffy
Onuora, who turned down the offer of a different
role al the County Ground.

But the swift appointment of Wise quickly had
supporters looking upwards again and the 39-year-

old insisted al his lirst press conlerence that he can

handle the pressure
He said:

will be rising but it doesn't bother me. | have been
to a lot of F'ootball League grounds so League Two
will not phase me in the slighlesl

“1 want a fit and strong side because once you

have that vou have a mentally strong side and

can line up with an all-

"1 am well aware that the expectation levels

that will help us no end

“There are a lot of people | have worked ;_udli" at
levels, who | can pick up the phone and ask for he
il needs be!”

Wise had 18 months in charge at Millwall - includi
a run to the I'A Cup l'nal - before playing lor both
Southampton and Coventry in the Championshi)
I'he lure of a return 1o management saw him acc
the lif:lj: of lwo divisions and after \‘lp[,HH out1

/ “ am well aware that the
expectation levels will be
¥ rising but it doesn’'t bothel

me. - Dennis Wise

players in the summer and bringing in nine -
including Ince as player-coach on transler deadling
day - he landed the "‘Manager of the Month' award
for Aueus!

Skipper Christian Roberts made it a double
celebration as he was named ‘Player of the Month
which represents a real personal triumph for the
20-vear-old

The Welshman was lrealed lor an alcohol
problem at the Sporting Chance clinic in jJanuar
alter admitting to Onuora that he needed help
Said Roberts: “Booze was controlling my lile
everything was around alcohol. I can’t thank
Sporting Chance enough for giving me the



chance to be here loday.

“I would go oul on Saturday and not gel home till
Tuesday. I'd leave the County Ground teeling like I'd
done my work and go to the boozer and drink 20
pints

“I'd like to thank IHffy for standing by me, when
others might have chosen to rid themselves of the
problem.”

Now the challenge for Roberts and Wise is lo gel
back to their form of August, following two defeats
in their last three matches.

Speaking to the official Swindon website after the
Peterborough deleal, Wise was his honest sell and
said: “We deserved nothing in the lirst hall - we
weren't at the races. The second half saw us huff
and puff but we couldn’t break them down.

“] chaneed thinegs at half-time because we needed a
swilch. There was a great atmosphere in the second
half but we only created half-chances. Chrislian
Roberts hit the post and we wenl close bul couldn’t
get the ball in the nel.

“The lads were quiet after the game but 1 have
spoken to them and asked for their views. We will
be working hard lechnically to make progress

“We won'l be pressing any panic buttons but we
have to do the simple things right. We tried to be
too clever - I don't like the "flicky-flicky' approach. If
you pass you pass, if you cross you cross.

“We didn’t earn the right for anything. | will sit down
with Gus and discuss what's right for the team
before we head to Notts County”

Best known as a
combative ball winner
in the heart of Chelsea’s
midfield. Dennis Wise is
now enjoving the kind of
success in management
he was accustomed to
as a player al

Stamliord Bridge.

The Kensington-born
boss guided Millwall to
their first ever I'A Cup
final in 2004 and now
has his sights lirmly
set on returning
Swindon to League 1 al
the first time of asking.
As a player, Wise
began with
Southampton belore

becoming part ol the
old Crazy Gang at
Wimbledon in 1985.
After five successhul
seasons, which

included an T'A Cup
winner's medal, he
swilched to Chelsea
and became an
integral parl of the
Blues midfield.

He lifted the I'A Cup
twice, in addition to
the Buropean Cup
Winners' Cup, then wenl
on to play for Leicester,
Millwall, Southampton
and Coventry.

Turned down another
year with the Sky Blues
o lake over lrom Hiy
Onuora at the County
Ground in June 2006,
and with former team-
mate Gus Poyet signed-
up as his right-hand
man lor the next three
years, things are
certainly on the up in
Wiltshire.

F orm Ch_e_ck
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Swindon Town

Peter Brezovan
Giant oft 7ins shot-
stopper who immedi-
alely won over the fans
on his debut by saving
two penalties againsl
Hartlepool on the
opening day ol the
season. Joined on a
season-long loan from
Czech Republic side FC
Brno, and quickly estab-
lished himsell as lirst
choice belween the
posts by keeping four
clean sheets.

Phil Smith

Reliable “keeper who
will be pushing
Brezovan all the way for
the first team spot
Joined Dennis Wise In
late July this year but
has only starled once -
in the Carling Cup
penalty defeat to
Brentford. Learned his
trade in the non-league
circutt with Margate
prior lo making 74
appearances for Crawley
in a two-vear stint.

Jerel il

Jack Smith

Can perform in a variety
of positions bul prefers to
operate al right back. A
former Watford trainee,
he was thrust into the
limelight when Paul
Robinson departed for
the Baggies but coped
admirably, making 25
slarls for the lHornets,
Was a regular for
previous coach Iffy
Onuora last season

Charlie
Comvn-Plall

A product of Bolton's
Academy, the 20-year-
old grabbed his senior
debut in a Carling Cup
game when he replaced
Bruno N'Gotty. Added a
further two appearances
while with the Trollers
before joining Tony Adams
at Wycombe in September
2004 on a month's loan.
Released by Sam
Allardyce in 2005 so he
headed 1o Wiltshire and
appeared 27 times for
the Robins last term.

Jerel il

Powerful centre-back
who is now in his fourth
spell at the club having
previously been on loan
there three times since
20073. Andy King
eventually splashed oul
£70.000 on his
services in July 2004 to
take him permanently
to Wiltshire and he's
since amassed more
than a century of
appearances. The
former Watlord trainee
is still waiting to
celebrate his first

senior goal.
\dv Williams

A Welsh international
who boasts a wealth of
experience and was
named as Dennis
Wise's "voice on the
pitch” in August when
he arrived from
Coventry. Learned his
trade with Reading and
went on to pass 250
games for the Royals
belore joining Wolves

for £750,000. Nevel
really made his mark
with the Midlands clul
and returned to the
Madejski Stadium
under Steve Coppell 1
make another 120
appearances belore
spending time with
both Coventry and
Millwall

\ndv Nicholas

The 6ft 2ins Scouser
joined in the close
season of 2007 after
deciding to leave
Liverpool. A regular in
the Reds under-19 side
he failed to break int
the senior squad and
joined Swindon to gain
some valuable first
team experience. The
z2-year-old has {
certainly done thal
He's approaching 100
appearances for the
Robins, and even
though he struggled
with injury last season
he has beeun 1o re-
affirm his importance
this yeal
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Jamie Vincent

Experienced left back who
played at the top level
with Portsmouth. London-
born, he was a lrainee with
Crystal Palace prior to
switching to Bournemouth
l\l'li‘f[‘ he il]d(Ji_‘ more
than 100 appearances
in a three-year spell. His
composure convinced
Huddersfield to pay

£ 500,000 for his signature
in 1099, although another
six-figure sum three years
later took the 31-vear-old
back to the south coasl
with Portsmouth. Was part
of Pompey’'s promotion
success to the Premiership
In 20013, bul was then
farmed oul 1o Walsall
and played for Derby,
Millwall and Yeovil prior
to arriving at the County
Ground this summer.

Curtis Weston

Became the youngest IT'A
finalist ever when he
replaced Dennis Wise in
the 2004 final tor Millwall
against Manchester United
at 17 years 119 days.

Followed Wise from the
Lions this summer and
has impressed
supporters with his
Aggression, awareness

and combalive displays.

Paul Ince

lidfieldet)
Now 38, bul it was still
regarded as a coup when
the veteran midflielder
was persuaded o sign &
one-year deal this summer
I'he former England
international, nicknamed
The Guv'nor, has made
more than 650 career
appearances and won
the European Cup Winners'
Cup with Manchester
Uniled. Has also played
for Inter Milan, Liverpool.
\ﬁdd]é%ht'ﬂugh and Wolves

\aron Brown

The lell sided midfielder's
expecled Iransfer away
from the County Ground
never materialised in the
summer and he's been
lighting to get back into
the manager’s plans this
term. Started oul with
home-town team Brislol

City and spent six yvears
at Ashton Gate before re-
locating 1o QPR. Has also
played for Exeler, Torquiy
and Cheltenham and was
on loan to the Robins
belore making the move
permanent in January
2006. Scored pasl!
Stockport last month to
force his way back into
Dennis Wise's reckoning

\ndhy

Wi ‘ |
Swindon's 6ft 2ins No. 11,
who can operate on either
flank, ended an eight
vear association with
Rotherham when he made
the switch to the Robins
this sumumer. A product of
the Millers’ youth scheme
he progressed through
their ranks to make more
than 150 appearances
for the club, and adds an
unpredictable flair to the
promotion hopefuls

Vionkhouse

Ricky Shakes

..|| 1 | Fe
Tricky winger who has
bags of pace. Arrived al
the Countv Ground in a
deal with Bolton that also

Chnstian Roberts

included Charlie Comyi
Platt. Spent time on loas
with Bristol Rovers and
Jury during the 2004-0
scason and impressed
former boss Andy King
enough in a reserve game
to earn a conlrac! n |l'.§"
2005. The Trinidad &
lobago player narrowly
missed out on a place i
the ‘Soca Warriors' World
Cup squad this summe
but has established
himself with Swindon

Paul L'vans

A Welsh international who
is a familiar face in thes
parts after playing for
Forest. An experienced
campaigner with more
than 400 League starts
he lists Shrewsbury
Brentford, Bradford,
Blackpool and Rotherhan
as his former clubs. Aftes
being frozen out of the City
Ground lasl lerm by Gan
Megson, the 32-year-old
has opened this season in
fantastic form, scoring past
Darlington and Wrexham
as well as bageing the
equaliser against Brentford




in the Carling Cup lo
take il into extra ime

Michael Pook
A consistent performer
in the Robin’s youth and
reserve leams, he earned
a permanent deal at the
start of this campaign
An energetic box-to-box
player, his one and only
serior goal came in the
Carling Cup first round
vard thunderbolt found
the net against Wycombe

Andy Caton

Prolific goalscorer with
North Leigh in the GLS
IHellenic Premier Division,
he joined Swindon as a
first vear scholar in June
2004. The Oxford-bom 18-
year-old scored on the
opening day of last season
against Wrexham and has
appeared a handlul of
times already this season.

Gareth Whalley
(Midfield:

Cxperienced performer
who was part of Wigan's

promotion to the
Premiership in 2004-05
prior 10 joiming Swindon in
July thal season. Made
more than 200 starts for
Crewe before signing for
Bradford in 1998, where
he enjoved lwo seasons
in the top tlight, and then
helped Cardiff achieve
promotion via the play-offs
Will be an influential cog in
Swindon's fieht back inlo
League 1 this term, but is
currently sidelined due to
an ankle operation in July

Christian Roberts

Came close 1o missing out
on this season altogether
alter being treated for an
alcohol problem at the
Sporting Chance Clinic in
January - bhul recovered
and scored lwo vital goals
againslt Darlington and
Stockport to earn himself
the ‘Player of the Month’
award for Augusl. The
Cardiff-born Irontman
made a name for himself
with Exeter, scoring 18
limes in 67 League starts,
before joining Eristol Cily
[ fit the net on 27 occasions

for them over two
seasons before
completing the £50,000
switch to Swindon in
Oclober 2004. Was
appointed vice-captain
at the start of this
campaign.

l.ee Peacock

Fxperienced marksman
who has already struck
winning goals pasl
Hartlepool and Chester
this term. The 3o0-year-
old developed at
Carlisle but initially
made his presence lelt
while with Manslield
Produced 29 goals in
80 appearances for the
Stags and that form
attracted the attention
of Manchester City in
1999, who paid

f 500,000 lor his
services. Tis time under
Joe Royle lasted less
than 12 months before
he switched to Brislol
City for anolher six-
ficure lee. Scored 54
times in 131 League
starts in four vears and
then moved on to

Shellield Wednesday
prior Lo re-locating to
Wiltshire in the summer

('_‘nf 2004

Fola Onibuje
The former Great Britain
sprinter was handed a
three-month contract in
lulv but has still failed to
find the net. Lagos-born
6l1 6ins towering
frontman who has
featured for Preston,
Barnsley, Huddersfield
and Pelerborough prior
to Cambridge, where he
finally managed to grab
his first senior goal and
went on to score another
eight In 25 appearances.

Rovee Brownlie

An Australian who
signed from Queensland
Roar in July and scored
his firsl senior goal in
English football with a
last minute winner
asgainst Barmnet in

August. Spoiled that by
gething senl-oll in the
l.eague Cup game against
Brentford last month.



August
Sat 5
Tues 8
Sat 12
Sat 19
Tues 22
Sat 26
Septembet
Sat 2

Sat 9
Tues 12
Sat 18
Wed 20
Sat 23
Tues 26
Sat 30
October
Sat7T

Sat 14
Sat 1
Tues 24
Sst 28
November
Sal 4

Sat 11
Sat 18
Sat 25
December
Sat 2
T:uel 5
Sat9

Sat 18
Sat 23
Tues 28
Sat 30
lanuary
Mon 1
Sat 6

Sat 13
Sat 20
Sat 27
February
Sat 3

Sat 10
St 17
"-&.s 20
Sat 24
March
Sat 3
Sat 10
Sat 17
Sat 24
Sat 31
April
Sat7
Mon 8
Sat 14
Fri 20
Sat 28
May
Sat 5

Lincoin City
Shrewsbury
Wycombe

Rochdale

Crystal Pal (Carfing C1)

Peterborough

MK Dons
Accrington
Chester City

Barnet

Middieshrough (Carling C2)

Swindon

Chester City
Bamet / FACup 3
Ag r,.nr‘g:'.-.':;- :
Torquay Lﬁnil&d
Hereford / FA Cup 4
Lincoin City
I’I'-I‘C‘J".'\b{

Rochdsie
Sh'c‘us‘._-_')

MK Dons

Peterborough
Mansfield Town
Bristol Rovers
Bury

Grimsby

Boston Unitsd
Wrexham
Waisail
Hartiapool

Darlington

Macciesfieid
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¥

IiX
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4,677

Dudfield, Martin

Lee, Martin

Edwards, Martin 2

White, Parkinson, Lee

Notts County

Kevin Pilkington
David Pipe
Austin McCann
Mike Edwards
Alan White

Matt Somner

Liam Needham
Dan Martin
Jason lee
Lawrie Dudfield
Andy Parkinson
Garv Silk

Stef I'rosl
Tcham N'Toya
Jake Sheridan
Tommy Hannigan
Stephen Hunt
Bobby Wilson
Junior Mendes
Tom Curtis

Dan Gleeson
Saul Deeney
lan Ross

Mike Whitlow
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Todav's referee:

Mark Haywood, Wesl Yorkshire

Assistant relerees:

Richard Smith, West Midlands (red & vellow flag)
Wayne Mcintosh, Lincolnshire (vellow flag)
Fourth official:

lLee Jnlth__:'\t!ﬂ Warwickshire



Today's line up

Apps G Apps G Apps G
Swindon Town KevinPikingin ’ .
Austin McCann ] - 1 10
— Mike Edwards - 2 2 11 2
B Peter Brezovan : :
Alan White 8 2 1 - -] 2
Jack Smith Devid Pipe T -
Jamie Vincent euesdarasan . : .
5 i lan Ross 4{5) - 2 - &(5)
} Paul Ince = e z " oo
Jerel Ifil Andy Parkinson 9 1 A - ) 1
! Ady Williams . cins ! S e T
Lawrie Dudfield 8(1) - 2 1 a(1) 1
Gareth Whalley oSS s e e e
Aaron Brown Tcham N'Toya . - 2 1 25 1
Christian Roberls ] A s
Jake Sherdan (1) - 2 - 21) -
Lee Peacock e a3 1 3 XN 4
Andy Monkhouse Dan Gleeson 7 ht e - W
. J Staghen Hunt 1(4) - 2 - 3(4)
Rickv Shakes
o Saul Deeney - - 2 - 2
Andrew Gurney Liam Needham - @ - @

Andy Nicholas
Fola Onibuje

Charlie Comyn-Platt

BB BB EEEEEEEEEEEDRRRAERR

= w D L F w D L F A PTS

I)le] I'Ldn“i Wycombe 9 3 1 o ] 1 4 o 1 ] 3 22

Swindon 9 4 1] 1 7 3 3 o 1 6 3 21

Michael Pook Waisall $ % 0 3 B 0 1 .32 1 8 & o

Royce Brownlie H—_— 2 B P A S A s e B

= ) MK Daons 9 3 1 o T 3 3 1] 2 8 T 13
Lucas Jutkiewicz Nots County 5 2 % 4 5 ¥ 5 24T 8.
Gustavo Poyel Tonmy e e
Shrewsbury 8 1 1 1 7 3 3 1 1 9 3 14

Curtis Weston Darlington Sis % { 8 4 = 9 ¥ & 8 W

Ashan Holgate Peternorough 5.9 B2 B & f %N 5.8

‘ 3 Hereford S8 6-3 % & .7 AR & B A3

Phil Smith Wrexham R e TR R g
Dennis Wise s o AR Sl ) A o S

Grimsby B R e AN SE S G B e B B

¥ Ben Wells Barnet $ 4 % 31 9% % 2 1. 28 % 9
Andv Caton Mansfieid 5% 4. 1.8 -7 81 % 37 %

Bnstol Rovers 9 2 1 1 3 2 o 2 3 3 ] k]

Hartiepooi 2 23 @ &85 8 F E X 'B-F

Result Chester W S N S G G e O S s
Stockport T T e

Boston 2.2 0 1 & A 80T

Attendance: Rochaaie i R e W TR e
Bury U RS e

Man of R R T e R S e

the Match




Notts County

precision — training

JUST ADD BLOOD, SWEAT & TEARS

New Technical Sponsors for
Notts County Foothall Club

Precision Training is proud to have been chosen as technical
sponsors of Notts County Foothall Club.

The Precision Training range of products includes: sports
textiles, training aids, foothalls, bags, sports injury
supports and a great deal more — ask at the club
shop for details.
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As endorsed by Graham Taylor
England Manager 1995- 1997
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THE FOOTBALL

LEAGUE

tLP*

;t

Steve Thompson Dennis Wise
Played 9 Won 4 Drawn 4 Lost 1 For Played 8 Won 7 Drawn O Lost 2 For -
12 Against 13 Against 6 2006/07 LEAGUE STATS

Av Pis‘game 1.78

Biggest Win(s) Won 1-0 on 2 occa-
sions Biggest Loss(es) MK Donz 3 sions Biggest Loss(es) Wrexham 2
Notts County 2 (02/09/2006) Swindon 1 (0S/09/2006)

MANAGER HEAD TO HEAD RECORD

Played .0 I Steve Thompson .............0 | Dennis Wise .................. 0

Av Pisigame 2.33
Biggest Win(s) Won 2-0 on 2 occa-

Draws .0 Goais 0 ! Goals 0

Player with the | Piayer with the Record Against Top Half of Table
most.. 2 most... w D L RANK W D L RANK
—— — § a4 N 6 8 2 5
i 15 _— e Record Against Bottom Half of Table
= B e e W D L  RANK W D L RANK
shots on target GAMES SINCE [ e, 3 1 @ 42 5 0 0 6
| . -
Jasonlee7 |0 a win 1 | Lon Pascork o Record When Scoring First
0 a home win 1 " W D L RANK W B L RANK
shots off target | an away win ! | shots off target 3 0 0 35 5 0 1 8
JasonleeB8 |3 a defeat 0 - :
ee s ol 0| PaulEvanss Record When Conceding First
assists 2 an away defeat 0 w s : RANK w B k. RANK
assisis 1 2 1 1 2 0 1 5
8 a score draw 5
Jason Lee 2 . _
1 anoscoredraw 12 | Curtis Weston 1 Match Scores
crosses g Cﬁz"r";‘%"g;a‘ ? [r— Wins: 1-02], 3-212) Losses: 23(1], | Wins: 10[2], 2:0/2] 2-1(3], Losses
. L Draws: 0-0{2], 1-1[2] 0-1[1]. 1-2{1], Draws: None
Austin McCann 0 conceding > 1 2 s el } )
20 0 scoring > 1 1 aul Evans 5
| 1 keeping a clean sheet 3
| fouls
fouls 1 faifing to score 0
Jason Lee 32 |3  backtobackwins 3 | Curtis Weston SWINDON - TEN SEASON RECORD
| 25 back to back defeats 16 19 - ' ' s e . - L
free-kicks-won | 0 gaining a point 1 %47 o798 gwg SN0 0001 0102 0203 0304 D-I'CE 0508
Andy Parkinson ! losmg & pows 0 free-kicks-won 1 G3i
30 win by >one 3 | 2
18 12 loss by > one 14 | Ady Williams 13 -
; 5
SHARP SHOOTERS .
Notts County CCFL Cup Tot | Swindon CCFL Cup Tot 3
Daniet Martin 3 1 4 |PaulEvans 3 1 4 o
Alan White 2 0 2 |LeePeacock 3 0 3 12
Jason Lee 2 0 2 | Chnstian Roberts 2 0 2 =
= === 15
TEAM HEAD TO HEAD RECORD 18
Played...46 | Notis County wins......... 17 | Swindon wins _..... 21 13
Draws ....8 | Goals 57 (1.2 per game) |  Goals 70 (1.5 per game) 4
00s ....3 | Times failed 1o score 14 | Times failed 10 score 11 22
23
24

Biggest League win at Notts County for each team:
12/11/1948 & 28/08/1837 Notts County 3-0 Swindon
28/10/1935 Noits County 1-3 Swindon

AC FAC AL

¢ SR © 5 R A R G I - B AU R
20 13 10 5 12 =
*up to and including 16/09/2006

19 18 17

The Football League’s
Is aiming to attract the next gener
to watch live football at th

EFHHS OF
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Fans of the Future initiative
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FoothaliFoundation

football’s biggest supporter

We provide grants for pitches,
changing rooms, community
schemes, kit and much more.

Are you getting your share?

With over £290m already invested into
projects since 2000 and another £45m
worth of grants available this year alone,
Grass Roots football is undergoing its
biggest ever transformation.

Hillside Medical wish Notts County
all the best for the new season

Hillside Medical
Supplies Ltd

0800 1693219

Our showroom is based in Newark and for your
convenience it is open
Monday to Friday 8.30am to 5.30pm,
Saturday 10.00am to 3.00pm
and Sunday by appointment.




john Gannon's

Progress Check

Our assistant manager assesses
the current form of . . .

across Tcham at Chesterfield and he

| first came
struck me slraigcht away as

ant
201

a gluw‘ [are ‘%\."-"I’F He
his career in England away to a flyer with some
early goals but that was followed by a period
he was out of the reckoning at Saltergate

“The fact that he's scored goals in League 1 shows

his talent and potential, which is why we invited

‘He's gol himself in better shape now than in the
previous two summers, which can only help him over
the course of the season, and he's at an age where

he's still learning the game and has room lo improve
‘It's just unfortunate that he hasn’t had the oppor-
tunity to lully show his ability out on the pitch. He
showed a couple of flashes in pre-season of what he

can do but so far he's had to be patient

We've been getting some decent results so far, which
means we haven't looked to change the team too
much, and there are people in possession of the shirls

Icham's generally been limited to short spells oll
the bench for 20 minutes or so, which can sometimes
be difficult as you have to quickly adjust lo the gz

‘But his pace is a real asset and he can ak

tiring defenders on the back fool because of it.
200

will come if he keeps working hard

“I've seen Tcham hit a hell of a sho! in lraining

and we know he can finish. He's settled in well

has some good qualities, which means his chance
i

with the rest of the squad. so il's jusl a case of
him getting an opportunily in matches - and
making the most of il. Now he's scored his firsl

I'm sure he'll be up and running.”
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Getting Personal

Kevin Pilkington

Stranger in his own dressing room

Steve Thompson's 14 new signings were not the
only ones striving to feel at home when they
reported for duty in pre-season ... Kevin
Pilkington felt exactly the same way.,

Ihe experienced goalkeeper was a permanent
lixture last season of course, following his move
down the road from Mansfield, but as he
eaplained, he felt almost like a slranger in his
own dressing room when surrounded by so manmy
new faces.

He said: “It was a weird feeling returning after the
summer break because it felt like being back in
the school plavground with so many new laces,

're-season was certainly a strange experience
adjusting to everyone. I was almost as if I'd
joined a new club twice.

Vel despite all the alterations in personnel |
think evervone's got on brilliantlv. We've already
lormed a close unit - both on and oll the pitch -
which is obviously one ol the keys o success”
Born in Hitchin and brought up in Swanwick. the
yz-vear-old lirst began plaving between the sticks
lor his school, Swanwick Hall, prior to taking the
step up to county level with Derbyshire.

\nd soon his performances for Grantham-based
semi-pro team Harrowby Uniled earned him trials
with Forest, Manslield and us before Manchester

United came knocking on his door.

“It's every kid's dream to be playving for one ol the
biggest foothall clubs in Europe so when | was
invited to join United, | jumped al the chance,” he
said.

“I remember going up to Manchester with my
parents to have a look around and the first three
people | mel were Sir Alex Ferguson, Sir Mall
Busby and Nobby Stiles - who was there as a
coach at the time. Il was a memorable experience
and something 1 will always treasure.”

An England Schoolboy international, Pilkington
became part of the fabled squad which lifted the
FA Youth Cup in 1992 - including the likes ol
David Beckham, Rvan Giggs, Paul Scholes and
Gary Neville. A vear later he made his debut in
senior lootball, aged 19, against Crvstal Palace,
going on to replace Peter Schmeichel after seven
minules.

Despite making a further seven appearances and
enjoving loan spells with Celtic, Rochdale and
Rotherham, the 61t 2ins shot-stopper was
desperate for regular action and took the brave
decision to walk out of Old Trafford in 1998.

He explained: “T'm the type of plaver who wants lo
be imolved week-in, week-out. I wasn’l gelling
that at United so | knew il was lime 1o move on.







It was a desperate

Iv hard decision to make but
vhen John Rudge was interested in taking me to
Port Vale I had no hesitation
In hindsight it proved nol I
me and {?"l’f'..;:,__:-'q as a vounegsler | w
naive. | should have waited |
lew

be the best move

11.’

as a little bit

more hmes bef

£ my

nis

mind up
It wasn't long inlo his Valia contracl Lthal thin

tarted to turn sour. He broke his ;

Kle in a rou

o cope with his father being

laken sernously il Yet

lespite a lengthy stint on the sidelines, he t
ippearances atl Vale

Park bef«

re being lefl
iub for three months when his

contract expireg
ier bosses 1 Dearden !
run of luck when he brought
m oul of the cold and into Field Mill

sind a lot 1o Bill
rateful to him for |

1 brillian

s really low for me f

u look back it's those

Pilkington experienced it all

It was one of our forn

eiwled his miserable

Hi I owe

iking

T fve vears

¢ Stags, and chalked up n 1 &
inces, He earned ]JFHII_H[" n to the old Second
wision after the 2001-02 campaien, only to sufies

felegation a year later.,

\id has thard year at the club proved no |

raumatic when he

suffered the hearlbreak of
i the Play-off Final on penalties to Iartlepool
Yot despite his rollercoaster career with our Le
ting for a

ining Gudjon Thordarson l:

rivals, since o

oor
wthing less than constant in Orsey
[he amiable ‘keeper missed only 'S of
lootball during the entire season last yvear and eai

Quickfire

L'ila or Pro-Lvo? that was jusl amaz

nes Worst subject at school?
Enelish. | had a teacl

Which team mate is

wilh a beehive hair cul

who

the last to by a round? was horrible

Most intellicent team-
mate?

Tfom Curhis

Fonvourite band?

N

Best holiday vou've had?

Biggesl moaner?
» Dominican Ju

nor Mendes - on

n I was 2 off the pitch.

Li

Iraining session five months after signing, then had

Lhis month he « !;:l;--'.:'.'l S
(§] petitons witl 1 Cle
his fourth Ir open
1es and he's certain there

nis term

1St ve I K 1 clean sheets in tota
di 1m is SUurp | hieure this vear. Witl
ers | e in nt ol me I don't think that
VS | k that 15 clean sheets for the season -
goal every three games - 1s a good
o am nd with the defence being
nised ms vear, al imes |I've ha
th Li
Last s pushs ill the wav by Shaun Marshall
ind ths me 1t's no different with S | Deeneyv hot
on my heels ) keepers in their own
Ight and 1t « 1 |
| ca 1| me tot | I'm an
it | e for Saturday - that's for sure
e's oom for complacency at this club
Resting on his els 1s certainly not in the nature
the sport fanatlic. Pilkinglon used to play mgby
lennis and cricket, as well as loolball when he was
ounger and wanted to join the armed lorces as a
Il instructor if he didn’t win a professional contract
NOW e

» more used to spending time w

1th Rebececa
nine years, and their two girls, six-ve
ind two-year-old Chloe

Pilkington is also a

ns wiie ol

A keen cook and

fer, and «

reader

Setur

down three vears ;

it the travel bug

| enjov seeing new thinegs a

explained. “I've alrea

visiled the likes o
Mexico and the Dominican Republic
o g0 to New Zealand if [ ex

Quickest team-mate? Favourite pie?

vsell it's ot to |

n Mernine
Jest comedy
programine?

Fricnds

Worslt club barnet?

wrie Dudhield. He's
marathons ale 1 wh

Ffoughest opponent
vou've laced?
Rot FNowler



Poole Magmees. . Lee Atkins with his two-year-old
daughter Caitiin and 15-year-old son George

In the spotlight

We had hundreds of entries for the inaugural
season of Magpie Manager last month - and not
evervone is able lo walch their playvers in action
Al Meadow Lane.

Poole Magpies' manager Lee Atkins is keeping
an eve on things from afar, as the 38-vear-old
lives all the way down in Dorsel.

He said: "My dad, Jim, has been a County fan
for 6o vears and he gol me hooked when 1 was
voung and although I can't go as frequently as |
would like amymore, my dad still keeps me
updated and I regularly tune into Magpie World.
“That's how 1 picked my team this season, by
listening 1o rather than watching the pre-

season lixtures - although I'm starting to get
the leeling that mwy dad's
included a few red herrings.”

Lee, who is a contracts compliance inspector lor

advice mav have

Journemouth Borough Council, is currently
languishing in 1781h place alter the first six
malches.

Born in Long Laton, the Poole-based Magpie
began supporting us when he was eight and
never missed a match, home or away, during
Neil Warnock's spell in charge.

A keen striker himsell lor Poole Borough 1€
belore reliring last season, Lee had another big
reason to follow our fortunes after growing up
playving football with Mark Draper

He added: “Mark used to live down the end ol
my road and we were quile close Inends, olten
plaving lootball with cach other alter school
I've kept in touch with him as well and we've
met up a few times since he left County
Despite living more than zoo miles from
Nottingham, he still managed 1o lind Iime (o
walch our viclory over Wycombe last month.

Brief Success for B
VI but Bald Patch Ui
on pole position.

I'he lop lwo may look
| from the
last matchday

unchange

magazine, but in actual

fact Robert Arnold's
Bob's Super VI hit the
top ol the table after
the Accrington Stanley
game for two matches.
However, the Magpies
lanlastic win al Barnel
pushed Alan White's
Bal ] Patch Utd back in
[he |._i:-'| three games
SdW SUCCesses In
contrasting ways
three goals against
Stanlev and aeain at
Barnet
1 clean sheet al

and in-between

Chesler.

Andy Parkinson's first
strike of the season a
week aso brought him

three points, with the

six bonus points he
collected for playving in
both of the games
where the team scored
three. That brings his
personal tally Iu__. 17
poinls so lar. Jason
Lee's winner at Barnet
lakes him to 19, but
the top-scoring player
to r.'LHH is Dan Martin
whose three goals wilh
his three clean sheels
in the six matches
since the competition
started
him 20 points

After the Accringlon
malch, England - not
the national side, but
the team manaeged by

1ave brought

\dam George Cvans -
moved up to third

nd have kept
that spol since. Il was

place

good 1o see one of
\dam's substitutes
Liam Needham, get off
the mark when he
came off-the bench 1o
collect tour points.
Bonus points for our
defer
clean sheets were
looking a distinct
g_:-w\.i!'ih':_'. for most of
lhe mats .h

were "I” il

1ders keeping

\ccrington’s late
I',."\‘,.||-“-\ The second

Stanley

goal didnl

allecl Magpie Manage
at all, but it did
fray a few ner
about a minute.

Alan White's absence

scores

ves fil]

through suspension
allowed Robert

\rnold's Bob's Super V1
to take the lead by a
point. They, along witl
!'-,".L’.\._’.HI| wore lwo ol

s who

the lour leam
achieved the highest
4 points
Andrew Bolton's T
City and Nell
Pritchard's Sale

> hoth

score of

Magpies
climbed into the top
ten, but have since
dropped just out of the
f-a:l—; 50

luesday evening's
goalless draw al
Chester produced
much lower scores,
with 34 tea

1S edarning
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Magpie Manager

'S Super

| l Pasiben Manager : Team Points  Subs 05/09 12709 16/09
ed back ;
| 1 Alan White Baid Patch Utd 100 2% 23 n 24
2 Robert Arnold Bob's Super VI 98 16 24 1" 2
3 Adam George Evans England 7 16 24 1 21
4 Dan Martin Danny s Magpres 6 33 23 12 N
5 M Milner Pie in the Sky 96 1 23 12 n
s Barbara Andrews Ladies Choice 2 B 23 72 N
i Jose McFergadice Who R Ya 84 11 23 1 21
B Colleen Mulvany Oneforsorrow 92 46 17 1 24
8 Richars Tomlinson Yoop Eyes 92 4% 17 1" 24
10 Simon Eliott Croydon Magpie 82 33 17 1" 24
10 David Miagdieton Mid s Men 92 33 17 11 24
10 Jason Lee Leg Ends 2 33 17 1 24
13 Phitip Hall Phil's Black and White Army 2 30 17 n __24
14 David Drew Gotham Maggpees 82 25 17 1M1 24
15 Rob Jackson Come On Geoftrey Pike 91 47 17 11 24
16 Joe Miller Joe's Pies L3 35 17 1 24
17 Jacob Gunton Flying High! a1 34 17 1 24
17 Jurgen Halligan Jurgen's Pies 91 34 17 i 24
19 Magpie ‘64 Exiles XI =1 29 17 15 .
# dozen poinls. Scores # Mlookr Traren Mighty Magoies 29 17 RS
were back up again last 7 Neil Pritchard Sale Magpies 27 ® w7
Saturday with 21 teams 2 Keily Jarman, Maicolm Golland,  Gollands Re-Uniled 25 17 1 7
achieving the top score Natabe Goliand-Witeman ' '
ol 24 23 Bill Bottomiey Notts So Good s0 24 13 w n
here have been some 2 Jonathan Pickering P %0 24 17 i3 23
big climbers over the 25 Mark Shaw U Pies FC Ee 27 17 L
last three games: Neil 26 Brenda Hyde Hyde Hotspurs 89 2 1 N |
lackson's Ormskirk 27 Simon Cleaves Cricket's My Game &8 36 19 1 27
Magpies rose 50 ;:!.jc_a_-:. 28 Sue Codrington Dewdrops 88 40 17 . S
o 75th, Gary Silk's 23 Paul Chance Poppapies - SR it
tiinga Ninja XI moved 20 W 8 Halion Urban 6 = e L
up 54 places to 78th 3t Steven Hyde Sheikh's Selection 88 34 16 1 23
while Andy Parkinson's 3 Chice Naylor Sutton Pies 88 34 S L
Parky's Posse were up 31 Lee Sigons General Lee's Army 88 34 17 12 A
0 places only one slot 3 The Pipester Meat Heads - » b14 7
behind. The star team = Sy Smantinaly Good Ple = 3 ¥ Lo
though was Bicknell > o e . 1 el
fown managed by = o o N B L
Jordan Bicknell, who = oo . - ® - 2.2
climbed 58 places to - e e - -4 S
8oth spot. 38 Rsiph Shepherd Shephard Pies 88 27 17 S 2,
B Ao Levy a Afbert Chapman Mugs 88 2 17 12 =
A 41 Julisn Tyers Poppy's Pies 88 26 17 12 21
conlinued his draslic ;
x 43 Edward Las MancMagpies 88 25 17 12 2
shide. After starting on it
B > 4 Fiona Doherty Goldilocks &8 22 17 12 2
lop and dropping 79 45 Wendy Lewis loe Pie 88 20 w1 n
places a.fh-r match - Bk Chuppnt et - = = T
three, Dingo Hounds % mw Um - o - Aot
plummeted another 62 - M Giyn Price ot Bhaice = z o= N
places, the biggest 43 Jorn Witmott Wigwam Warriors 88 7 17 12 N
faller over the last two ABuNn Metty's Masters 87 19 17 8 =
weeks. s0 Liss Mane Marshall The Fittest 87 19 17 12 n



Kit Sponsors

Sponsor vour
favourite player

(see delails below)

Kl Kevin Pilkingfon
Hm
Aw
Tr
B  Kicran |
S Matth

Liam Needham

Hm Premiér Electrical
Aw Pr er Clectrical
Tr Premier Eleclrical
B Alice § Sophie Kelk

S AJice {i Sophie Kelk

m Stef I'rost

Hm The Pie o

A\

I't

B Brundon Chambers
S Joseph Waplington

ﬂi Junior Mendes

Hm

Aw

Ir  Inmemony of Marin Hicke,
B Gearge Harbey

S (eorge Harbey

h David Pipe
Hm Hillside Medical
Aw [EMside Medical
Tr Hillside Medical
B don Straw

8 Mlannah theringten i

‘EI Dan Martin

Hm Jearr Webster

\w

IT Jennifer l-?hf‘lw::‘.',?l!.‘l
B Ross Bollon

S Matthew Bolton

8 Tcham N'Toya
Hm

Aw

Tr

B

g

Bl Tom Curtis

Him Brookair N rtiiﬂﬂhdl’ﬂ’ lad
Aw Brookair (Notingham) Lid
I'r  Brookair (Nottingham) Lid
B Naomi &i Gareth Smith
S - Nfiomi & Gareth Smith

h Auslin McCann
Hm

Aw

Tr

B Jge Briddon l‘alﬂw‘lr_‘_l__

h Jason Lee

Hm .

\w

Tr

B Steve Le Motte

§ | Stevele Mofte

I‘ﬂ Jake Sheridan
Him Dean Kirk

Awn

Tr  David Richmond

B Jamie Davies

S~ Jamie Davies

@ Dan Gleeson
Hm
Aw
Tr
B Alfie GernieLawrence
5 ‘.}ifn: Gene Lawrente

m Lawrie Dud:ﬁetf‘l

‘ﬂ ?lhnmg- Ilann%

ég Saul Deeney |

Hm Nicholae' & James M‘d Hm Supporters’ Club Him Hm 1 Tage Coaches
W Nicholas & jamies Oldsyd Aw Supporters’ Club Aw Aw FT Tage Coaches
ir  Nicholas £ jasnes Olidroyd Tr. Supporters’ €lub ir Tr TIT Tage Coaches
B Nicholis & Jimies Oldroyd B Supporters’ Club B B FI Tazg Coaches 5
S _Nicholas & James @droyd 5 Max Etherington % g P S FT 1&"“ Coaches

b Alan White
Hm

Aw

Tr Kerstir

B Harry M
S _Fthan Etheringlon

m Andy Parkinson
Hm o

Aw

T

B Jessica Kerrys

S Richard Kerry

ﬁ Stephen Hunt

Hm
Aw

B
S

m lan Ross
T

An

Ti

[P
gv‘..
l'eagan Go

land-Wilemar

b Matt Somner
Hm s

Aw

Tr

B Damian Tagler

B Gary Silk

Hm

A

Tr

B

S 4

l’E Bobby Wilson
Hm

w

Tr

B

B

B8 Mike Whitlow
1im
Aw
iT

B

Sponsor vour favourite plaver by taking any of the following:

Full Kit - '400 plus VAT; IHHome Shirt - £250 incl. VAT; Away Shirt - £250 incl VAT; Training Kil - £100
15 incl. VAT; Socks - f10 incl. VAT,

incl. VAT; Bools -
The package includes the opportunity to meet the plaver vou sponsor over a butfet lunch and be
pictured with him. For more information, call Fiona Doherty on o115 9575 7220.




Colin Slater's

Greatest Games

August 25, 1973

Whenever a team achieves promoti

the higher level, which was cert;
Nolts reac h(_'l’} the ‘_"\-_‘t_l_:*'n_l‘ Division - now

Championship - in 1974
this was, after all. the second promotion in three
years and Notts were now back at the much more
demanding second tier for the first time since 1058
15 long vears

A% usual, manager immy Sirrel kept his thoughts
lrgely to himself, while recognmising the lougher
thallenges Notts faced - never more so

1 '**”“Zni"'i

than on the opening day of the 1973-74 campaign
The fixture planners not only save Notts an away
dart but against a side just relegated from the old

First Division. Crystal Palace’s lasl malch al the end
ol the previous term was a 3-2 away win ovel
Manchester City, while - as recorded on this page
st time - Notts had beaten Tranmere 4-1 to
guarantee promotion

It seemed Lthe odds favoured Palace, especially as
Nolts were without three of their key players either
through suspension or injury
David Needham, a rock at the
Wilhe Carlin, midfield maestro

irt of defen
and Les Bradd
record soalscorer, were all missing so the side
looked a bit patched up

David McVay partnered Brian Stubbs at centre-half
Lric Probert, a club record £30,000 summer signing
lrom Burnley, linked with Don Masson in midfield
ind Jon Nixon moved from the right wine to join
Kevin Randall as the main strike force

In fact, it was lacal boy McVay's Foolball League
debut and if he found it a daunting one he has
always kept it to himself. His Diary ot a I'ootball
Nobody contains not a single reference to the day at
Selhurst Park, Th(_n_;gh fewn F)][_i\!:":» can

=

ve started
their League carcers in such an auspicious match
A crowd of aver 20,000 included a slrong
contingent of Notts fans on a perfect late summer
alternoon.

What happened was that Notts turned the form
hook upside down and proved the pundits wrong
By hali-time, though Notts had plaved well, the

score was 1-1 and there was little hinl aboul the

overwhelming victory they were to secure, more a
nse of relief that they were still well in the game

Notts really turned on the slyle in the second half

Si

running in three goals withoul reply to hinish 44

Randall got two goals and Stubbs and substitute
Mick Vinter one apiece. Don Rogers, who had
earlier made his name with Swindon Town, scored

\ strong personal memory is of the arrival at the
post-match Press conference ol a distinctly
sheepish Malcolm Allison, who already sensed
that Palace were going to find life tougher than
anticipated. In facl, at the end of the season they
were relegated lor the second vear running
though they turned the tables on Notts by winning
-1 at Meadow Lane in January

Nor was there any over-the-top reaction by Jimmy
Sirrel, which turned out to be wise. Appearing at
home the following Saturday, Notis a1

ashed to
Sunderland by the same 4-1 scoreline and it was to
be the fifth League match belore they won again -
even though, in the interim, they were suppos
back to full streneth




1Day FREE Trial 003

Take advantage of our FREE one day offer and sample all that ROKO has to offer.

Fully equipped air-conditioned gym Dedicated Spinning studio

Health spa including jacuzzi, sauna & steam room

20m heated outdoor pool

[ ]

B 20m indoor swimming pool
3 Club Lounge & sports bar
H

Group exercise studios (over 80 dasses per week) Creche & children’s club

Call 0115 982 7799 for more information

www.roko.co.uk

ROKO Nottingham Wilford Lane Wes! Bridgford Nottingham NG2 78N

HART

New Look, New Menu, Same Standards.

Hart’s is offering a new & daily changing
fixed priced menu at £21.00 for 3 courses.

Sunday - Thursday inclusive.

HART'S

www.hartsnottingham.co.uk 0115 988 1900
Standard Hill, Park Row, Nottingham NG1 6FN
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I'Tust Shareholdin
Acquisition

Since the announcement of the Trust's propased

pequisition of a majority shareholding in the club,

the Trust Board have been asked many questions

about details of the deal

In an attempl o help clarily the situation, we would like
10 provide answers to some of those specific questions

1). = What is the basis of the acquisition?

A = The Trust Board has agreed to acquire part of
the shareholding currently held by another minority
shareholder, Havdn Green. An interest-free loan will
b made available to facilitate this. Under this
arrangement, the Trust would be taking up
sullicient shares to increase our holding to 51 per
tent. The balance ol Haydn Green's holding would
e offered 1o the other three existing shareholders.

). - How much will this cost?
A = The shares would be purchased at 50 pence
gich so the lotal cost will be in the region of £50,000

{). - Who is the interest free loan from?

A = Itis from Haydn Green. The Trust has loans
o the club totalling £160.500 and therefore could
have used some of this to purchase the shares
However. this would have meant money coming out
ol the club. This alternative arrangement was felt to
b & better option

{). - How long would the Trust have to repay it?

A = The loan (interest-free) is only repayable under
Iwo circumslances. Firstly, if the Trusl ever sells the
shares. Secondly, when the Trust feels it is in the
position to be able to make the repayments so this
I8 at an indeterminate time.

(). - What happens if the Trust membership
decides not to proceed with the proposal?

A. = Mr Green has made il clear thal he wishes
to dispose of his shareholding. If the Trust does
nol take up its shares and become the majority
shareholder then it is likely that another
individual or group would eventually have the
opportunity to take control of the Club

Ja

Jeff Moore
met with the Trust Board

(). - What would the acquisition mean for the
current chairman and directors?

\. = The Trus! Board has met with club chairman
jeft Moore to discuss the implications of the
potential acquisition. The meeting was both
convivial and constructive with both parties keen to
provide continuity and stability. The Trust confirme«
that they wish the current Board to continue to deal
with the day to day

change

running of the club and see little
in the current situation

(). = How will the shares be protected?

\ It is very important to put arrangements in place
that seek to protect the shares from any future dealing
n the shares which may be against the wishes of the
majority of Trust members. The Trust Board has already
moved to pass a resolution thal prevenls the Trusl
ilone from any sale or disposal of shareholding
in the club. The next step is to enshrine this in the
I'rust’s rules to ensure that any sale or disposal would
have to have the approval of the Trust membership

Board :

0. - What would this mean lor the relationship
between the club and the Trust?

\. - It is important to emphasise that it is the
club’s Board of Directors who run Notts County. We
see the Trust's role as maintaining a ‘watching brief’
over the happenings al the club. The existing direclors
will conlinue to receve our support. A memorandum
of understanding is to be drafted which will formalise
the relationship between the club and the Trust.

(). Why is this so important?

\. - This is nol an exercise in control or power
broking. The club desperately needs a prolonged
period of stability in order o continue building on
the firm foundations that have heen put in place
This is an opportunity to help achieve that aim. The
ratification meeting will be held in the County Suite
al Meadow Lane on Sunday September 24 at 7.30 pm




Renowned football historian
Leigh Edwards continues his
series of profiles of every
playver who has ever turned
out for us in a League
fixture during the 60 posl-
war vears.

Reg Beresford

l'he versalile forward fealured in our first post-
war League match at home to Bournemoulh in
August 1946. Inihially with Hardwick Colliery, he
signed for us in Seplember 1945 and was a
regular goalscorer during the transitlional season
1045-40. His only goal in nine League games
came in our 2-1 defeat at Northampton in
September 1046 and he joined South Normanton
In August 1949, lhen plaved for Parkhouse
Colliery and Creswell Colliery, featuring in their
1054-55 FA Cup run. Reg became a cenlral stores
manager lor the National Coal Board and now

lives in Manslicld in retirement

I'vrone Berm

A young winger who had a loan spell with us lasi
season. A lormer Crystal Palace trainee, he went on
as a subslitute in their Carling Cup wins over
Walsall and Coventry last season. Was loaned 1o us
in September lasl year and made his League debut
in the o-o draw al home to Rushden & Diamonds
Unsellling defences wilh his electrifying pace, he
plaved live successive League Two games at
Meadow lLane. joined Rushden & Diamonds in
January - inilially on loan - but was unable 1o
prevent them from i'“"il"i‘-'_j relegated to the

Conference

jon Bewers

The England Youth defender briefly played for us
during the closing weeks of the zoo3-04 relegation
campaign. Signed professional forms for Aston Villa
in September 1999 and his solitary Premiership
dppearance was in their 4-2 viclory at Spurs shortly
betore the 2000 FA Cup Final. Tie had trials with
Maccleslicld and Bournemouth before joining in
March 2004 and made three substitute appear-
ances while al Meadow Lane. Moved to Walsall in
September 2004, then played for Kettering and
Avlesbury and is now studying accountancy at the
University of Northampton.

The former England international striker starred
as we qualilied for the Third Division play-offs in
1987-88, Ie impressed with Long Eaton United
prior to joining Noltingham Forest for £2,000 in
December 1976 and featured in two Furopean
Cup final triumphs. Sold to Manchester United
for £1.250,000 in October 1080, he rejoined
Forest for £250,000 in Seplember 1982 and
became the first signing of the Derek Pavis era
in June 1987. He scored nine times in 63 League
outings before joining Grimsby in August 1989,
twice helping them win promotion. Now works in
the media.



Hrian Billington

A leenage striker who appeared for us during the
Mi0-70 season. The former Leicester amateur
moved to Meadow Lane in October 1060 and made
s League debul in place of jJohnny Ryvan in a z-o
deleat at Wrexham the following month. He failed t
secure a regular first-team slot under new manager
iy Sirrel and playved seven Iourth Division
games prior to joining Enderby Town in July 1070
then had spells with Lockheed Leamington, Kidder
munster and Oswestry before reuniting with Geoft
Hall at llkeston. Ile settled back in his native
Lsicester.

Chris Bilh

Sam Allardyce brought the ulility player here at the
it of the 1008-99 campaign bul he didn't stay for
lng. He signed professional torms lor Huddersfield
i July 1991 and was an Autoglass Trophy finalist in
1004 before following Neil Warnock to Plymouth in
August 1995. He helped them win promotion in
1005-96 and moved here in July 1998, making six
League appearances before reuniling with Warnock
il Bury two months later. Was an inlluential figure
as they qtlﬁiiﬁ@d for the Third Division 1)|n} offs in
2002-073, then joined Carlisle in August 2003 and
has helped them win promotion for the past two
seasons

\lan Birchenall

he former England U-23 international figured in
our run to the fifth round of the FA Cup during the
17778 season. Nollingham-born, he signed profes-
stonal terms for Shetlield United in June 10673, then
juined Chelsea for f100.000 in November 1067 and
mowved via Crystal Palace to Leicester City in

The versatile Welsh international was one of Sam
Allardyce’s last signings for us. He signed as a
professional for Manchester United in September
1982 and appeared in every outfield position,
helping them win the FA Cup in 1990, the Cup
Winners' Cup in 1991 and their first Premiership
title. Followed Bryan Robson to Middlesbrough in
May 1004. where he was a promotion winner in
1004-95 and was an FA Cup and Coca-Cola Cup
finalist in 1996-97. Joined us via Barnsley in July
1999, scoring twice in 21 League games prior to
joining Leigh RMI in June 2000 and is now
Bangor Cily's player-manager.

September 1971. He imtially joined us on loan in
March 1976 and returned from San Jose Earth-
quakes in September 1977, plaving 33 Second
Divasion games overall prior to joiming Memphas
Rogues in April 1078. Later served Blackburn, Luton
Herelord and Trowbridege and is now Leicester's
public relations officer

Peter Bircumshaw

The goalscoring winger made a signilicanl conltri-
bution when we won promotion in 1059-60. Turned
professional with us in July 1056, he made his
League debut in a o-o0 draw at Middlesbrough six
months later and scored 40 goals in 72 League
games overall before moving o Bradlord Cily In
june 19062, Joined Stockport County in June 1963 and
later played for Cambridge City and Burton Albion.
He was a quality audit manager for Plessey in
Sunderland, then a licensee and ran his own fruit
and veg business. Later caretaker of Sawley Infants
School, he is now a park-keeper in Breaston

Tony Bircumshaw

Became our youngest League player at 16 vears 54
days when he figured in the 3-0 defeat at Brentford
in April 1961. The young lull back went on to score
once m 152 League games, and helped us reach the
League Cup fifth round in 1963-64. belore Brian
Clough signed him for Hartlepool United in July
1966. Featured in their 1967-68 promotion success
and later played lor Nuneaton Borough before
becoming a mainlenance engineer for the National
Coal Board. Later worked lor his brother Peler in his
fruit and veg business, and became branch
manager for the Wesleyan Insurance Society in
Nottingham and Derby until retirement
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Girls’' Centre of Excellence

makes a comeback

The girls’ Centre of Excellence, which is run by Football
in the Community, is ready to launch a new season
With squads al under-12, 14 and 16 levels poised to
#nter a seven-month development programme
They have matches planned against other centres
I the east and eastern region - which will include
Rushden & Diamonds, Norwich, Northampton, MK
flons, Lincoln, Ipswich, Chesterfield and Cambridee
We have focused on quality player recruitment in
the run-up to the season and apart from intro-
ducing 10 newcomers to the under-12s following
successful trials earlier this vear, the under 14 and
1 squads have also increased.

the development programme covers all tactical and
lechnical aspects of the game

Another priority area for the Community scheme is
the continued delivery of quality coaching and the
work carried out to develop new coaches

Tining sessions have been switched this year to

. -
Viewpoint
ore and more emphasis is being placed on
veloping voung players within prolessional football.
spite the influx of overseas stars - including West
un's new Argentinean signings - clubs are still being
essed to ulilise their vouth systems and academies
» develop their lirst leam plavers of the future.
In many respects our operation at Football in the
Commumity is conducted on a similar basis.
O1 our nine full-time coaches, eighl began with
us as yvouth trainees and the odd man oul - lan
Richardson - can also be classed as working his
vy through the ranks.
\s the Community scheme grows, with the
number and scale of the projects we work on, so
¢ need for more stalf becomes apparent.
Vork expenience students who visit the scheme are

Southglade lLeisure Centre, from 5.30 until 7.30pm on
Monday evenings, with matches taking place on Saturdays
If vou would like lurther information aboul the girls
Centre of Cxcellence, conlact Emma Trent on

0115 955 7215 or at et@nollscountyfc.org.cuk

always scrutinised during their time with us with a
view 1o polential emploviment - lulHime or otherwise.
For example, Luke Abel from Tool Hill School
currently ‘works’ with us for two days a week and
on two other days, he attends our Pathfinder
project as a student.

He has already demonstrated excellent
enthusiasm and has volunteered to assist in our
Communily activities on malchdays.

\ former Pathlinder student is also currently on
trial with a view lo becoming an apprentice with
us - confirming the point that our ‘home-grown’
system is stronger than ever.

Graham Moran.
Community Direclor

Cay of

?éi NOTTINGHAM
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Golf Club
Tel: (0115) 965 2129 *

Springwater Golf Club wish Notts County
every success in the new season

MEMBERSHIPS STILL AVAILABLE - Midweek and seven days
Call Robert Johnson, Paul Drew or Matt Richardson on 0115 9652129
for details or visit our website.

Special Offer for Notts County fans
1) TWILIGHT GOLF
Play as many holes as you like after 5.30pm for £13.00 per player.

2) NEW SENIORS GOLF (over 55s)
Monday-Friday after 10.30am - just £14 per person for 18 holes, pre-booking

Call 0115 965 2129 to book your tee time and bring this voucher with you.

Ref: Ce0806

NAME:

ADDRESS:

TEL:

Springwater Golf Club

Moor Lane, Calverton, Nottingham NG14 6FZ
Email: springwater@ropidial.co.uk
www.springwatergolfclub.co.uk



New Students join HFG

place in our classroom
which is situated
beneath the Family
Stand at Meadow Lane
where brand new
computers and other
facilities were recenthy

In partnership with
Nottinechamshire County
Council, the "Heading for
Goal’ scheme has now
whed its first birthday
I'he scheme involves
working with excluded
secondary school installed
The 10 students, who are
in the Years 8 and g age
are tausht by _
quahfied teachoers with

students and aims to
assist them to return to
mainstream education
Morning sessions take

groups

Viapping out a
stall programme

»work with a wide range ol people on a

imber of diferent projects and occasionally,
Lhey can become ageressive lowards each other
imnd even lowards our stall.
Consequently, this week marked the start of a
training programme designed for members of
our staff working with participants who present
¢ hallenging, ageressive or violenl behaviour.
he MAPA Course (managing actual or polential
weression) lasts tor three davs and will ensure
mir staff understand the concepts of positive

haviour management and how to use a range

theoretical and practical approaches.

I stance of next half- term and other
( '-a::?!!‘. stafl wchivities wall include
During the afternoon tootball coaching from
sessions, students are our staff and tenpin
_:_"i‘_i_}_" the ('I}_':!_If'iji_i_:i“!'\ L bowling
improve their skills at a The new students have
number of sports settled in well over the
Fllr'l‘\:‘fl'i:'il‘ they will be 1st two weeks and 1t 1s
recerving coar %':_HQ rom hoped that a couple of
Nottinghs: Inlf uegb "Iuh them will have new

ind Nottingham .'\L] schools lined up before
Baskoth IUI. during half-torm

A previous group of HFG
students who completed the
Duke of Edinburgh Award

Puma become
kit sponsors

Following monlhs of speculation within our
Football in the Community office, it has now been
confirmed thal Puma are our new kil sponsors.
They take over from adidas, who had supplied our
kit, balls and other equipment for almost 10 vears.
Puma UK are the first technical partner of the
F'ootball League and the deal is regarded as a
greal aopportunily for them lo communicate with
players al all levels and 1o achieve their aim of
supporting community football.

As part of their agreement with the League,
Puma are supplving equipment to all
Communily schemes around the country.

8 N OTTINGHAM




Now cap that
| cannot keej

not have a laugh at mysell when the time arises. so

)y revealing all aboutl my colleagues and

this for balancing the books?

Young Stephen Hunt recently moved into his own

in Nottingham and when he told me that he
have any lurniture

[_1i-i e

didn't | said that mavbe |

could help

My stuft was going inlo storage because

ANyway
I've just sold my house in Colchester so we
and drive down
s and pieces 1o get him started

1 for was a lill

organised to hire a van lo pick up

enough essential

What I hadn't bargainec

e technical

hilch when we were only a couple of miles down the
\52. | decided that we ought 1o fill up with juice and
when we pulled into the petrol station, T told "Hunty'
to hang out ol his window and check which side the

petrol

dp was

He said il must be van but when 1|
r 1t. I couldn’t see il for
love nor moncey. We were fiddlin

embarrassingl

n my side of the
got out and started lo look ¢

g about |

Oor an

lime and 3l one stage, | even

the van to try and find it
cventually we stumbled upon it but blow me, when 1

reversed out and re-positioned the van beside the

pump went
like but it test d my

ind lost the cap ag

ain. Laugh il vou

sense ol humour 1o the limil

I'm renowned as a man who always keeps his
temper in check but [ must admit that just for

minutes

£ naa
] 16y
d 1%

my language was not the best

Good sauce of fun
Four of the lads - Jason Lee, Junior Mendes,
: 1 Hunt and la

keeping the rest of

n Ross - did a great job at
*k when
we look

us entertained
we had an hour 1o kill in the hotel before

ast we

n Chester
They were watching The Weakest Link on TV and
each ol them picked one of the contestants - then

had o answer that person’s queslions before th
did so

\l the end of each round, thev voted lor the

themselves

weakest link and because they didn't have a pen t

1pkin

use lor casting their voies, they did it on a n
".luﬁ;‘l!.! ..‘
I'he persi
shame and

ited off then had to make the walk of

> Interview, jusl as they do on

L Was a rex

v good laugh

the right frame of mind for

us ir

the F'-.||5-“_I'L'_1'-' ahead

From Junior to Senior

Junior Mendes was leeling distinctly unloved
last Friday when he arrived for training and no
one bothered to wish him a happy birthday.
But whal he didn’l know was that some ol us
had already devised a way ol marking his 30th
in a special way.

We knew that we would be training on the pitch
at Meadow Lane to complete our linal prepara-
tions lor the trip 1o Barnel so we organised with
Tony Cuthbert to sel up our ageing cool dude.
As the lads all went out to star our w darm-up, the
scoreboard began flashing away with a simple
message . . . "Happyv Birthday Senior Mendes”,




Notts County F.C.
VS

(etety oty

Bury F.C. Peterborough United F.C. Hereford United F.C

(Alola Ctely

Bristol Rovers F.C.

(Lol Clbely

msby Town F.C. Rochdale A.F.C Wﬂ-‘!’llm F.C.

oty @:@%‘

Torguay United F.C. MK Dons F.C. Chester C:ty F.C.

‘el

Darfington F.C. Shrewsbury Town F.C. Lincoln City F.C.

lesfield Town F.C. Swindon Town F.C. Wycombe Wanderers F.C.

72 Clubs. The ‘Coca-Cola’ Football League.




Party Nights
adow Lan% p

nner Menu E27.95 per Person

Price includes Disco. Party Poppers. Hals & Ciackers

Ro ”
nd e
Beef Bordelaise
g S Succulent Sidoin Beef Cooked in a Red wine. Mu
i s T'T‘_;"'L‘ sauce
4'95 DEf PEI’SOH Broccoli. Mushroom &8 Cranberry Pancake Served on & bed o
y Pappers. Hals 8 Crachers Tomato. Basil & White wine sauce
o £yt All Served with Season saetables
Vol au Vents. Mini Chicken Kiev's erved with Seasonal Vegetable

v . LR R R
EEER s

" Christmas pudding served with Rum sauce
‘Cranberny Pie. Chicken Satay Chiistmas pudding serve

e a BB EsEE ris’“:!e;a'-“'f'"
Vegetable Samosa's (served with mango chutney) et . i
sRsARBERRERES Mince Pies & Coffee

Warm Mince Pies

VARIOUS DATES AVAILABLE THROUGHOUT DECEMBER
LUNCHTIMES ALSO AVAILABLE CONTACT PAT ON 0115 955 722
OR EMRAIL patworthington@nottscountyfc.co.uk




